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HeralD  February 2023 

Smyrna Baptist in  

Burlison ordained       

Jeremiah Dowd to the 

gospel ministry on      

December 11.  Jeremiah 

serves as youth minister 

at Smyrna, as well as 

Youth Leader at BHBA.  

 

From Left: Pastor Danny 

Spurlock, Smyrna Baptist, 

Jerimiah  Dowd & Director 

of Missions, Clay Gilbreath  

Big Hatchie Bivocational                   

Pastor and Wives Dinner                       

February 25 at 6:00 P.M.           

Olympic Steak & Pizza, Atoka            

Call BHBA Office to RSVP.                      

901-476-6759 

BHBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Thursday, February 9    

7:00 P.M. 

Location:  BHBA Office 

1390 Highway 51 North, Covington 38019 

C O S T :  $ 3 0 / p e r s o n  
( o n l i n e )  o r  $ 3 5 / p e r s o n  

( d o o r )   

F r i d a y  

Doors open at 6pm 
Event starts at 7pm 

S a t u r d a y  

Doors open at 9am 
Event starts at 10am 

For further information, contact Jay 
Barbier  jbarbier@tnbaptist.org or 
Jarrett Scott jscott@tnbaptist.org. 

YOUTH              

EVANGELISM 

CONFERENCE  

 Germantown 

Baptist Church 

2023 West TN Disaster Relief  

First Baptist, Covington   

March 10-11, 2023 

To pre-register for this class, REGISTER online at 

tinyurl.com/dr-west-tn  For questions, contact 

Elizabeth Holmes at eholmes@tnbaptist.org or 

615-371-7926.     

Chaplaincy, Intro to DR, Regional, Specialized 

Training.  

mailto:jbarbier@tnbaptist.org
mailto:jscott@tnbaptist.org
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From Our Director of Missions, Clay Gilbreath 

Unrestricted   

Gifts 

Fiscal Year to 

Date Oct 2022 

to Dec 2023 

DECEMBER 

2022 

Ashport 0.00 0.00 

Beaver 1,500.00 0.00 

Brighton                                      1,876.82 504.59 

Calvary                                              1,020.00 327.00 

Calvary Hill 925.00 225.00 

Central 0.00 0.00 

Charleston 1,623.08 560.60 

Cornerstone                                          0.00 0.00 

Covington First 3,750.00 0.00 

Cross View 500.00 0.00 

Crossway Cowboy 0.00 0.00 

Durhamville 875.00 365.00 

Faith 2,000.01 666.67 

Fellowship 1,795.07 610.78 

First Indian 0.00 0.00 

Forerunner 120.00 80.00 

Fulton 0.00 0.00 

Garland 1,500.00 500.00 

Gateway 2,798.41 915.07 

Genesis 0.00 0.00 

Grace 1,616.49 631.30 

Hope 600.00 200.00 

Keeling 166.00 166.00 

Liberty 1,274.00 458.00 

Mason Cowboy 0.00 0.00 

Mason First 647.37 195.93 

Mt. Lebanon 0.00 0.00 

Munford 1,245.00 415.00 

Oak Grove 1,685.05 1,685.05 

Olive Branch 0.00 0.00 

Pleasant Grove 2,952.00 884.00 

Ripley First 1,749.99 583.33 

Salem 0.00 0.00 

Servant’s Heart 75.00 75.00 

Smyrna 1,244.33 360.81 

Spirit Filled 200.00 100.00 

Trinity 450.00 150.00 

True Life 0.00 0.00 

True Word 0.00 0.00 

Victory 0.00 0.00 

Walnut Grove 281.50 0.00 

Western Valley 0.00 0.00 

Woodlawn 200.00 0.00 

TBMB 2,346.00 782.00 

Other .20 0.00 

   

TOTAL 37,016.32 12,691.13 

 

    Monthly Budget                $ 13,773.00 

    December Gifts                 $ 12,691.13 

    Fiscal YTD Shortfall      - $  4,302.68 

 

Thank you for your generous  spirit of giving. 

It is because of your sacrifice that we exist to 

connect churches on mission.  

A labor of love I was privileged to undertake last year was to compile a book of de-

votionals featuring pastors from the Big Hatchie Baptist Association, some of whom 

are already in heaven.  It was a great joy to see this devotional come to fruition.  One 

of my favorites was being able to share from the writings of Teddy Evans, beloved 

former DOM and pastor.  Bro. Teddy has been gone a long time, but his words re-

main true today.  Here is an excerpt from a sermon he preached decades ago: 

 

There have been great men behind every political movement.  In Greece it was Alexander 

the great, in Rome it was Caesar, even the thirteen colonies had George Washington.  Israel 

had Moses, the reformation had Martin Luther.  Above all of these is the Christian move-

ment and Jesus Christ.   Christianity has spread and will continue to do so because Jesus is 

the living One behind it.  Death nor physical powers could hold Him nor can they stop His 

followers. 

Jesus, being perfect in thought and action, has all power and knows best.  We must not 

question His orders.  As we go to proclaim His message we go marching under His com-

mand. 

 

“What Jesus commends the Christian ought to consider a command.”   Jesus gave us the 

great commission, and that is what makes it great! 

 

Amen brother Teddy!   

If you would like a copy of this devotional booklet, please contact the office. 

WMU NEWS - WMU Director, Harriet Cannon                                               

harriet.cannon@att.net  Cell # 901-277-2963                                                                             

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." Romans 12:12  

The Quarterly Meeting was held on January 10th at Servant’s Heart Baptist Church. 29 ladies from 7 churches at-

tended. We collected a good amount of Food Pantry Items for Delta Human Resources Agency. Bro. Clay Gil-

breath, Director of Missions, shared his vision for Big Hatchie in the days ahead as our area prepares for the 

“harvest field” coming with Blue Oval City.  He challenged Big Hatchie WMU with a quote, “None of us can do 

alone all we can do together”!   

 

DSCC/BCM: We will resume this ministry for the spring semester.  Charleston Baptist will provide doughnuts 

and juice with Covington First supplying coffee on Tuesday, January 24th.  A simple doughnut and cup of coffee 

can lead to gospel conversations as we talk with and pray with students.  We still need host churches for February 

21 and March 21. Contact Diane Sorrell to secure your time!  

 
Focus on WMU Sunday is February 19th. This is an intentional time to celebrate what God is doing through WMU 
in your church to reach the world with the good news of Jesus Christ. WMU members are some of our churches’ 
strongest prayer warriors. Praying for, giving to and doing mission work is so much a part of our Christian walk.  

Upcoming dates to remember:  

February 1:  Myra Short Scholarship Applications will be sent out via email to churches: $1000 to Union 
University – application deadline April 15th 

February 21:  Dyersburg State/BCM - Doughnuts/Juice/Coffee 8:30am-10:30am (Covington First hosting)  

February 7:   LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING at the Association Office at 6 pm   

February 19:  Focus on WMU Sunday 

February 21:  Dyersburg State/BCM - Doughnuts/Juice/Coffee 8:30am-10:30am  

March 5-12:  Week of Prayer for North American Missions/Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 

March 14:  Quarterly Meeting – 6:30PM – Smyrna Baptist Speaker: Shannon Leach, The Fostered Gift  Mis-
sion Project: Boy’s Ranch Supplies  Special Offering will be taken for Legacy Hall, a construction project 
at Linden Valley Conference Center.  

March 16-18, 2023 – Missions Get Together, Brentwood Baptist Church: Registration open until March 3rd.  

mailto:harriet.cannon@att.net
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Physical Address: 1390 Hwy 51 N                                              

Mailing Address:  PO Box 646                         

Covington TN 38019 

Big Hatchie Baptist Association 

6 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Speaker: Pastor Danny Spurlock, Smyrna Baptist Church 

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

9 7:00 P.M. BHBA Board of Director’s Meeting    

BHBA Office, 1390 Hwy 51 N. Covington TN 38019 

13 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Speaker: Pastor Kevin McLeod,  Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

20 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Speaker: Pastor Tyler Vick, Liberty Baptist Church 

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

27 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Speaker: Pastor Ben Cowell, Brownsville Baptist Church 

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

SUNDAY, February 19 

On Sunday, November 13, Brighton Baptist celebrated  

150 years of ministry!  

Big Hatchie Minister & Wives Christmas Dinner 

was held at Smyrna Baptist Church on December 

13. A big thank you to Smyrna for hosting!  

February 14th 
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The Big Hatchie Herald  

1390 Hwy 51 North .  Physical Address 

P.O. Box 646      .  Mailing Address 

Covington, TN.  38019 

Tel: 901-476-6759 

Fax: 901-476-5799 

   Director of Missions, Clay Gilbreath   Ministry Assistant, Cindy James 

   Email: clay@bighatchie.org     Email: cindy@bighatchie.org  
 

                   Web Address:  www.bighatchie.org 

FEBRUARY 2022  

Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton, TN is currently in search of a full time pastor.  We are a 150 year old     
established church in a small town looking for God’s  leader to keep us growing spiritually and spreading the Gospel 
to our community.  Brighton Baptist Church adheres to Baptist Faith and Message. Summary and  experience are 
preferred.  Please send complete resume and a CD of a recent sermon to Chairman, Pastor Search Committee, 
Post Office Box 29, Brighton, TN 38011.  

Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton, TN is seeking a part time youth minister and part time children's minis-
ter.  Please submit resume with references to anncsmith 1946@gmail.com 

Calvary Hill Baptist Church, 1990 Hwy 51 North, Ripley, Tn 38063, is seeking a Bi-Vocational Pastor, who is 
able and willing to shepard a small church in a  rural community. Any inquiries, either by phone or Email should be 
made to: Allen Lewis, 203 Oscar Hinson Road, Ripley, Tn 38063  731-612-8355 or  allen.emr67@gmail.com  

Missions Get-Together is an event for women 18 and older to experience 

personal growth, engage in meaningful worship, discover missions and minis-

try opportunities, and enjoy the fellowship of other Christian women. 

 

The event features four general sessions, six breakout session times with over 

20 choices, and a missions & ministry fair with over 35 exhibitors. 

 

We have enjoyed having Missions Get-Together (MGT) in Gatlinburg for the 

past 30+ years, but in 2023, we are shifting the location to Brentwood Baptist 

Church, with MGT scheduled for March 16-18 (Thursday-Saturday). 

 

Theme: Overflowing Hope 

Scripture: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the pow-

er of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 NIV 
 

Registration: 

          Registration Fee (includes a box lunch Friday and Saturday):  

       ° $100 per person by February 10  

       ° $125 per person by March 3 

Special Guests: Mary Wiley - Bible Study Leader 

Mary is the author of Everyday Theology: What You Believe Matters and holds a BA in Christian Studies and English from the Univer-

sity of Mobile and an MA in Theological Studies from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. She and her husband, John, have 

three children and live in Lebanon, TN. 

mailto:1946@gmail.com
mailto:allen.ems67@gmail.com

