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HeralD  DECEMBER 2022 

& JANUARY 2023 

DECEMBER 4-11   WEEK OF PRAYER FOR INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS  imb.org     

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13  

BHBA Minister’s, Staff & Spouse 

    CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

        Time: 6:00 P.M. 
 

 Location: Smyrna Baptist 

7512 Highway 59 W, Burlison TN 38015 

 Come join us for food and 

fellowship!  

Please let us know soon. 

We will need to plan the 

meal.  

Servant’s Heart Pastor, Terrance Henning 

preached the annual meeting sermon.  

Session One Theme 

Interpretation by Salem 

Pastor, Raymond Malotte. 

Session Two Theme 

Interpretation by 

Woodlawn Pastor, 

Barry Presley.  

Host Church Pastor 

Rocky Gilliam, Spirit 

Filled   Baptist Church 

welcomes guests. 

The trio of musicians and singers, led by BHBA Music Director, Lawrence Jerry. 

From left: Lawrence Jerry, Smyrna Pastor, Danny Spurlock & DOM, Clay Gilbreath. 

The BHBA Annual Meeting was held at Spirit Filled Baptist Church, Ripley on Tuesday, October 25, 2022. We had great messages, a    

wonderful  time of fellowship, delicious food and a very welcoming host church. THANK YOU Spirit Filled and for all BHBA directors   

and leaders for your hard work in making the 194th Annual Meeting of Big Hatchie such an enjoyable and blessed night of celebration!  

From left: DOM, Clay Gilbreath received a 

certificate from TBMB, Danny Sinquefield 

for BHBA church gifts to the GOLDEN 

OFFERING for Tennessee Missions.   

DOM, Clay Gilbreath gives 

his  annual report.  

Southern Baptist churches annually collect a Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 100% of every gift is sent directly to 

missionaries on the field to reach the unreached people with the gospel of Jesus Christ!  REACHING THE NATIONS, TOGETHER.  
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From Our Director of Missions, Clay Gilbreath 

Unrestricted   Gifts OCTOBER 2022 

Ashport 0.00 

Beaver 0.00 

Brighton                                      492.23 

Calvary                                              0.00 

Calvary Hill 475.00 

Central 0.00 

Charleston 557.78 

Cornerstone                                          0.00 

Covington First 1,250.00 

Cross View 500.00 

Crossway Cowboy 0.00 

Durhamville 0.00 

Faith 666.67 

Fellowship 539.61 

First Indian 0.00 

Forerunner 40.00 

Fulton 0.00 

Garland 500.00 

Gateway 844.22 

Genesis 0.00 

Grace 419.00 

Hope 200.00 

Keeling 0.00 

Liberty 408.00 

Mason Cowboy 0.00 

Mason First 192.30 

Mt. Lebanon 0.00 

Munford 415.00 

Oak Grove 0.00 

Olive Branch 0.00 

Pleasant Grove 925.00 

Ripley First 583.33 

Salem 0.00 

Servant’s Heart 0.00 

Smyrna 418.11 

Spirit Filled 100.00 

Trinity 300.00 

True Life 0.00 

True Word 0.00 

Victory 0.00 

Walnut Grove 0.00 

Western Valley 0.00 

Woodlawn 0.00 

TBMB 782.00 

Other 0.00 

  

TOTAL $ 10,608.25 

 

    Monthly Budget                $ 13,773.00 

    October Gifts                    $ 10,608.25 

    Fiscal YTD Shortfall      - $  3,164.75 

 

Thank you for your generous  spirit of giving. 

It is because of your sacrifice that we exist to 

connect churches on mission.  

John the Baptist is described in John 1:7 as one who “came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,” 

this light that shines in the darkness (v.5), the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us (v.14).  

We also, once again, have this same privilege as John, as we celebrate His becoming flesh and dwelling 

among us, to bear witness to the Light of the world, the Lord Jesus.  Hope is in Him and nowhere 

else.  All other pursuits end up empty and futile.   Santa may make kids anticipate presents under a tree, 

but Jesus alone brings eternal life!  What an opportunity to clearly promote and celebrate our Savior at 

Christmas and every day! 

You have probably heard about the intoxicated man who was down on all fours late one night under a 

street light.  He was groping around the ground, trying to find something.  A friend walked up to him 

and said, "What are you doing down there?" He said, "I've lost my wallet.”  So this friend gets down on 

his hands and knees and they both start looking for the wallet.  Neither one can find it, until finally the 

friend says to his drunk buddy: "Are you sure you lost the wallet here?" His answer:  "No.  I actually 

dropped it a half a block back over there."  His friend then asked: "Well then why are we looking for it 

over here?" He said:  "Because there's no street light over there." 

I know many who will be searching in the wrong place this holiday season, don’t you?  They are looking 

for purpose, for hope, for help and deliverance.  It is heartbreaking to know their search is just as futile 

as that guy under the streetlight.  It won’t be found in Christmas or New Year’s parties, it won’t be 

found in worldly relationships or worldly pursuits.  Hope is here, but the shining light comes forth from 

a lowly manger where the Son of God is born.   

Let’s bear witness of the Light!   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our family to yours!  

WMU NEWS - WMU Director, Harriet Cannon                                               

harriet.cannon@att.net  Cell # 901-277-2963  
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer held at Oak Grove on November 7th   was well attended – 38 from 11 

churches.  We had a triple blessing as Rhonda Poore, TN WMU Advocate, brought to us the WorldCrafts 

Marketplace. WorldCrafts, a compassion ministry of WMU, provides much needed employment and income 

to women in impoverished countries. Kari Osborne, Regional Manager- Samaritan’s Purse, spoke about the 

impact of Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes as each item is prayed over multiple times before it reaches 

children in unreached people groups around the world.  The talented Abi Gilbreath led the group in wor-

ship and provided special music. $200 offering was given to Baptist Women’s Alliance as they equip Baptist 

women to impact their world for Christ.  

 

Week of Prayer for International Missions: Reaching the Nations, Together 

Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist missionary to China from 1873 to 1912. She saw firsthand the 

world's greatest problem — LOSTNESS. Meeting so many people who had never heard the gospel compelled 

her to write letters to American churches describing the need for a greater missionary presence. She pleaded 

for increased prayer and financial support to send and sustain more missionaries. This challenge became 

known as the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 100% of your gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

enable gospel transformation among the unreached. 
 

Quarterly Meeting: January 10, 2023 6:30PM at Servant’s Heart Baptist Church (2245 Rialto Road, Coving-

ton). Our Mission Project will be collecting Food Pantry Items for Delta Human Resources Agency. 

A suggested list will be sent via email.    
 

DSCC/BCM Doughnuts: We will resume this ministry for the spring semester.  We need host church-

es for January 24, February 21 and March 21.  Contact Diane Sorrell to secure your time!  
 

Upcoming dates to remember:  

December 4-11- Week of Prayer for International Missions/Lottie Moon Christmas Offering  

December 6 – WMU Leadership Team Meeting 6:00PM, Associational Office. Bring food to share 

and ornament to exchange  

January 10 – Quarterly Meeting, 6:30PM – Servant’s Heart Baptist / Speaker TBD 

January 24 -  DSCC BCM Doughnuts/Coffee/Juice   

January 25  -  TN WMU Scholarship Application Deadline (link on tnbaptist.org for details) 
March 16-18, 2023 – Missions Get Together, Brentwood Baptist Church: Registration opens 

December 1.    

mailto:harriet.cannon@att.net
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Physical Address: 1390 Hwy 51 N                                              

Mailing Address:  PO Box 646                         

Covington TN 38019 

Big Hatchie Baptist Association 

4-11  Week of Prayer for International Missions:  / LOTTIE MOON Christmas Offering 

5 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Pastor Jody Johnson, Faith Baptist Church 

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

12 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Chaplain Joey Rosas, Baptist Memorial Hospital  

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

19 & 26 ***Please Note*** The Minister’s Fellowship will not meet for these 2 Monday’s in December.  

25  Christmas Day    For unto you is born this day in the city of David a                      

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:11 

Dec 19 & 26 ***Please Note*** Ministers Fellowship will not meet on these dates.    

Dec 19—31  BHBA Office will be closed for the Christmas Break 

JANUARY 2023 Calendar of Events 
 

2 

 BHBA Office is closed for the New Year holiday.  

The Minister’s Fellowship will not meet on this date.  

9 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Speaker: Rev. Chuck Williams 

Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

16, 23 & 30 10:30 A.M. Ministers Fellowship, BHBA Office 

Speaker: To be determined.  Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 

26-28  Bivocational Ministers and Wives retreat in Pigeon Forge. Register by Dec. 10th.  

tnbaptist.org  A great line up of speakers and time to explore the area while there!  

https://www.tnbaptist.org/event/bivocational-ministers-wives-retreat/
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The Big Hatchie Herald  

1390 Hwy 51 North .  Physical Address 

P.O. Box 646      .  Mailing Address 

Covington, TN.  38019 

Tel: 901-476-6759, 1-800-669-7823 

Fax: 901-476-5799 

   Director of Missions, Clay Gilbreath   Ministry Assistant, Cindy James 

   Email: clay@bighatchie.org     Email: cindy@bighatchie.org  
 

                   Web Address:  www.bighatchie.org 

December 2022 

&                               

January 2023 

Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton, TN is currently    
in search of a full time pastor.  We are a 150 year old  
established church in a small town looking for God’s  
leader to keep us growing spiritually and spreading the 
Gospel to our community.  Brighton Baptist Church      
adheres to Baptist Faith and Message. Summary and  
experience are preferred.  Please send complete resume 
and a CD of a recent sermon to Chairman, Pastor Search 
Committee, Post Office Box 29, Brighton, TN 38011.  

Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton, TN is seeking a 
part time youth minister and part time children's minister.  
Please submit resume with references to anncsmith 
1946@gmail.com 

Calvary Hill Baptist Church, 1990 Hwy 51 North,      
Ripley, Tn 38063, is   seeking a Bi-Vocational Pastor, 
who is able and willing to shepard a small church in a  
rural community. Any inquiries, either by phone or            
Email should be made to: Allen Lewis, 203 Oscar Hinson 
Road, Ripley, Tn 38063  731-612-8355 or                       
allen.ems67@gmail.com  

Merry Christmas from the                            

Big Hatchie Staff!  
Bro. Clay 

& Cindy 
Lana 

mailto:1946@gmail.com
mailto:allen.ems67@gmail.com

